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January Newsletter
2022 Promises to Be a Big Year for Pittsburgh Robotics

Pittsburgh has entered 2022 with a tremendous amount of momentum in the

robotics and autonomy community, and this is evident in the amount of recognition

and news we have the opportunity to share with you today! Our leaders are making

an impact in a wide range of sectors and industries: AgTech, space robotics,

defense, and more. The Pittsburgh Robotics Network is also growing, both with the

addition of Stephen M. Muck to our Board of Directors and through our increasing

number of partner organizations. The pace of development is accelerating, and this

is promising to be a significant year in the Robotics Capital of the World.

Robotics Industry Insights: Robotics in AgTech 
Speaker Event
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Join us on Thursday, February 10th, 12:00PM EST for an in-person panel discussion
featuring prominent robotics business leaders in the AgTech industry. Executives from
Fifth Season, Four Growers and Bloomfield Robotics will share their perspectives on
industry challenges, commercialization strategies, customer success approaches, state of
the industry, what 'not' to do, and lessons learned.

REGISTER

PRN & A3 Kick Off Official Partnership at Business Forum

The Pittsburgh robotics, AI and automation community will be well-represented at the
automation industry's leading networking event as PRN executive director Joel Reed and
program director Jenn Apicella travel to Orlando, Florida to participate in the A3 Business
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Forum. This year the forum also serves as the kickoff of an official partnership between A3
and the PRN. Learn more here.

PRN Welcomes Stephen Muck of Advanced Construction
Robotics to Board of Directors

The number of PRN directors grows to 19 with the addition of Stephen Muck, who adds
his breadth of business and economic development expertise to a board already
consisting of a broad set of stakeholders and leaders from industry, nonprofit and
academia. Get the full story here!

SWPA Selected as Finalist in $1 Billion 
“Build Back Better Regional Challenge”
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The Pittsburgh region is one of only 60 finalists selected from a pool of 529 proposals to
receive planning grants to take proposed projects – all with the aim of rebuilding
communities across the country – to the next level. For the Pittsburgh region, this means
further leveraging our world-leading capabilities in robotics and AI, upon which our
proposal is centered. The PRN has been collaborating with other community leaders to
spearhead this proposal. Read the Allegheny Conference announcement here!

Nominations Open for RBR50 Innovation Awards

Nominations are now open for the 2022 Robotics Business Review RBR50 Robotics

Innovation Awards! The RBR50 Awards recognize the most creative and influential

innovations from around the world that have advanced the state of robotics. With

Pittsburgh being the Robotics Capital of the World, there are more than a few companies

in the region that would qualify for this recognition. Nominations are due on Friday,
February 11, 2022. Learn more and submit a nomination here.

Cowen Inc. Provides Insights on Robotics and Automation
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A PRN Leading Sponsor Cowen Inc. offers great insights into robotics and automation as
the 13th area of focus in Cowen Research’s Themes for 2022. Based on Cowen’s
proprietary survey, COVID has accelerated demand. Joe Giordano discusses sector
dynamics here.

Pittsburgh Continues to see Growth in Autonomy Industry

Pittsburgh continues to grow its leadership position in the autonomy industry with the
estimated direct employment footprint already totaling over 6,300 jobs, providing an
estimated $651 million in labor income, $34.7 million in state and local tax revenues and
$126.7 million in federal tax revenues. Get a snapshot into the state of Pittsburgh's
autonomy sector and how the PRN works with industry leaders to help advocate for a
focused approach to government investment and priorities here.
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PRN Board Member Howie Choset to Lead New Consortium
Focused on Robotics Technology in Space

PRN Board Member Howie Choset will lead a consortium selected by the Air Force
Research Laboratory (AFRL) and the Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR) to
pioneer research into robotic inspection, maintenance, and manufacturing of satellites and
other structures while in orbit! Carnegie Mellon University will collaborate with researchers
at the University of New Mexico, Texas A&M, and Northrop Grumman Corporation to
develop systems for intelligent inspection, dexterous maintenance, and agile
manufacturing of satellites in space through this new effort. Learn more here.

KAARTA Teams with Teledyne FLIR 
on Advanced 3D Mapping
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Pittsburgh-based KAARTA has teamed with Teledyne FLIR on a contract with the U.S.
Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s Joint Science and Technology Office (DTRA JSTO) to
develop novel battlefield threat mapping and visualization tools. The technology promises
to make the invisible visible on a 3D map. Learn more here.

Ansys Showcases Work in Autonomous Vehicle Safety at CES

Pittsburgh-based Ansys made headlines at this year's Consumer Electronics Show (CES)!
Ansys showcased how their work and new partnerships in autonomous vehicle safety and
LiDAR sensors will benefit the tech community at large and help to further position
Pittsburgh as the robotics capital of the world. Read more here.
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Formant Discusses Importance of Pittsburgh Location

"They (Pittsburgh) have Carnegie Mellon University, and probably more-self driving
companies, even than in the Bay Area. There’s a huge robotics community in Pittsburgh,
and we are going to want to continue to invest there. I believe it is one of the hubs, in
addition to Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the Bay Area. The cost of doing business in
Pittsburgh is just tremendously different — you’ve got top talent, but it’s very cost-
effective." - Jeff Linnell, Founder of Formant. Read more about Formant and their plans to
expand their Pittsburgh-based workforce in this article from TechCrunch.

Smith + Nephew Discusses Carnegie Mellon Connection and
their Work in Pittsburgh
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At Smith+Nephew 65,000-square-foot facility located in Pittsburgh's Strip District, the
company is focused on research and development for its robotic tools, which includes a
surgical system that lets humans pre-program how far they want to cut into the bone and
then use a tool that will stop automatically at the right point. Learn more about this work
and the Carnegie Mellon University connection that helped to bring Smith+Nephew to
Pittsburgh here.

Seegrid to Partner with Applied Intuition to Develop 3D
Warehouses, Distribution Centers, and More

Seegrid will partner with Applied Intuition to develop 3D virtual warehouses, factories, and
distribution centers! The partnership will allow Seegrid to quickly validate product
innovations across more environments and use cases in the supply chain compared to
what could be accomplished by testing these developments manually. Learn more here.

Special Thanks To Our Leading Sponsors!
Contact us today to learn about sponsorship opportunities

 

FOUNDING
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SUSTAINING
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ANNUAL

OUR FOUNDING MEMBERS
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GET NOTICED - BECOME A LEADING SPONSOR
Pittsburgh robotics companies are leading the future of robotics - not just locally, but globally.
Partnered with 100+ regional robotics organizations, we bring these organizations together for
events, networking, and other initiatives. Sponsorship can: enhance your credibility and
visibility within our network, build the business connections that accelerate your market-
share, and get you access to new spheres of industry influence. Our sponsorship programs
connect you directly into our ecosystem and support your business goals. We'd love to hear from
you and welcome your inquiry.

Sponsorship Inquiry

ABOUT THE PITTSBURGH ROBOTICS NETWORK

The Pittsburgh Robotics Network (PRN) is dedicated to empowering and strengthening robotics
organizations in the Pittsburgh region and positioning the ecosystem as an internationally
recognized powerhouse. Please reach out to us here if you have any questions. 

Pittsburgh Robotics Network (PRN), PO Box 90128, 5182 Liberty Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15224

Unsubscribe Manage preferences
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