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July PRN Newsletter
July marks a critical milestone in Pittsburgh technology history with the 25th Anniversary of Dean
Pomerleau and Todd Jochem's historic cross-country journey in an autonomous vehicle! The
effort, dubbed the No Hands Across America Journey and recorded in this journal, was the first of
its kind. This Friday, we will publish a retrospective on the trip with Dean and Todd. Stay tuned for
this!
This anniversary showcases Pittsburgh's rich robotics history. Though robotics is still seen as a
relatively new field, Pittsburgh earned the title "Roboburgh" in a 1999 Wall Street Journal article.
The PRN is proud to not only tell the stories of today's Pittsburgh innovators, but to explore and
showcase our history to a national audience.

25th Anniversary of the First Cross Country Journey by an
https://7056921.hubspotpreview-na1.com/_hcms/preview/content/32978741382?portalId=7056921&_preview=true&cacheBust=0&preview_key=AFPRQkyP&from…
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Autonomous Vehicle
July 23rd marked the 25th anniversary of the first cross country journey by an autonomous vehicle! On
July 23, 1995, Carnegie Mellon University researchers Dean Pomerleau & Todd Jochem left Pittsburgh in
Navlab 5, a Pontiac minivan, that drove them to LA using a camera, gyro, GPS, and a neural network!
This Friday (July 31), the PRN will release our story about this history event - stay tuned!

Save the Date: PRN & Innovation Works Webinar on Fundraising
in the Age of COVID-19
Join us on August 25 for a joint webinar with Innovation Works on Fundraising in the Age of COVID-19! A
recent study by Sandalphon Capital found that only 28% of VC firms are operating under typical
"business as usual" practices. During this PRN member-exclusive webinar, we'll take a look at the data,
hear from VC presenters, and explore tactics for fundraising under new COVID uncertainty. The detailed
agenda is forthcoming.

Register Here

SelectUSA Virtually Visits Pittsburgh
On July 9, Select USA hosted a virtual tour of Pittsburgh focused on the region's AI and robotics scene.
Joel Reed, PRN Executive Director, led a discussion on Pittsburgh's robotics history and what's attracting
companies to the region. Due to the pandemic, this event was held virtually and reached more than 250
attendees from around the world.
View the recording
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July Headline Round-Up
Check out our round-up of July headlines from PRN member news, Pittsburgh headlines, and robotics
industry insights!
Mentioned in this round-up: ARM Institute, Aurora, Carnegie Mellon University, Gecko Robotics, Seegrid,
and the University of Pittsburgh.
Read more

Webinar: Record of Robotics at CMU Part I
On August 4, Carnegie Mellon University's School of Computer Science and University Libraries will host
a free webinar conversation with Red Whittaker and Chris Urmson. The webinar will take a look at the
history of robotics and autonomous vehicles through the eyes of Founders University Research Professor
Red Whittaker and his former student, Chris Urmson, co-founder and CEO of Aurora.
Register
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Pittsburgh Named a Top Educated City
WalletHub named Pittsburgh the 39th most educated city out of the 150 largest metropolitan statistical
areas. WalletHub used 11 metrics, like the percentage of adults 25 years and older with a graduate or
professional degree and the quality of universities.
Read more

Companies Expand to Pittsburgh
Technical.ly took a look back at Pittsburgh's tech history and explored how the city's history of innovation
has laid the foundation for new companies expanding to the region!
“We call them [Pittsburgh robotics companies] the unsung heroes of Pittsburgh tech. Not only are they
providing amazing jobs but amazing experience for our technology professional population doing cuttingedge technological development. Who doesn’t want to be a part of that?” - Jennifer Apicella, president
and CEO of Build412 Tech in the Technical.ly article
Read the article.

Pittsburgh Company Creates Disinfecting Drone for Stadiums
Pittsburgh-based Aeras Fog Company has developed a drone that can sanitize entire stadiums in three
hours. The drone uses electrostatic technology to quickly and safely sanitize large areas. The company
has tested the technology at Pittsburgh's Highmark Stadium and notes that the drone can spray up to 20
acres per hour, and the area can be safely occupied three minutes after being sprayed.
Learn more here.
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PRN Partner Highlight: Innovation Works
Innovation Works' mission is to introduce, connect, support and expand the startup & entrepreneurial
ecosystem within Southwestern Pennsylvania, making our region a center for innovative startups and
tech investors from around the country.
Their portfolio spans key sectors of strength in the Pittsburgh region including robotics, artificial
intelligence, medical devices, retail technologies, enterprise software and others. Some high profile and
fast growing portfolio companies include 4Moms, Wombat Security, Bossa Nova Robotics, JazzHR,
ALung Technologies, Civic Science, Vivisimo (acquired by IBM), Modcloth (acquired by WalMart) and
NoWait (acquired by Yelp). Learn more here.

ABOUT THE PITTSBURGH ROBOTICS NETWORK:
The Pittsburgh Robotics Network (PRN) is dedicated to empowering and strengthening robotics
companies in the Pittsburgh region and positioning the ecosystem as an internationally recognized
powerhouse. Structured as a membership-based consortium, PRN Members have access to member
only events centered on knowledge-sharing and collaboration. Interested in joining or sponsorship
opportunities? Email info@robopgh.org.

Pittsburgh Robotics Network (PRN), PO Box 90128, 5182 Liberty Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15224
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